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Never Alone

Kwlie Cowmberland is a freshnran ot
Clarkdale Attendance Confer. She is the
dasghter of fofaay and Tina
Cumberland and has a Hitle brother,
The family attends NovthPark Cherch
af God, where Kylie iz active in fhe
yorth grosp. After high schoesl, she
ity ta aftend Awburn University and
wajer ia architectural design. In this
difficulf time for onr country and our
Jamilies, Kvlie chose te write about her
Jfaith im the future.

Cumberland

[ am not alone and never will be.

[ see the people all around me.

They are my family; they are my friends.

They will be there until the very end.

We come together, stand as one.

We remember the memeries, all the fun.

Az we are weak and wounded now,

Grood will come out of this some way, semehow,

As we pray and tears are shared,

We know that to God's love none can be compared.

— Kylie Camberland

Bravo Battery: Among
the first units deployed

Megen arnd Mark Quinely
grew aip tn Loaderdale
County. Ske graduafed from
Meridian High Schoal, ke
graduated frone Clarkdale
Attendanee Center They
warried 1n July 20003 1w a
Deaeh cervipouy presided ooy
Dy Mark's father, and now Hve
1w Birmdnghant, Ala.

Mark iz a corporal in fhe
L8 Marire Corpe, aud Megas
sulariffed thiz “Brogeing
Rights" story to share her
fhovghts abot er husherd's
hravery

Dear readers,

Many of you may Enow Cpl.
Mark Quinby for his vellow
motoreycke or his willingness
to do anvthing to make you
Taugh.

But same of you may not
know that Mark iz deployved in
Okinawa, Japan. He is with his
wnit, 1st  Battalion, 11th
Marines, Bravo Battery, which
is statloped out of Camp
Pendleton  in San  Diego
County, Calif.

They have been in Japan
sinee Mugust of last vear From
there, they were shipped to
Thailand to act as security
forees after the tragic tsunami
that hit Southern Asia in
December.

Brave Battoery was among
the Marines on the front lines
of the War in Trag in March
2000 They spent five months
there and were some of the first
American soldiers to drive into
Baghdad. For all of their
courage and achievements in
the war, they received many
honors and awards ...

Read why the
223rd Engineer
Battalion said ...

“We were in the
middle of it”

in the Health and
Medical section.
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Cpl. Mark Quimby stands bafore Mt Fujl in Japan during his eurment assignmant with the 12t Battalion,
11th Marines, Brave Battery, stationed out of Carnp Pendieton in San Diege County, Calif, The
rreEmiers al Brays Ep-'ﬁ."ﬂl‘]l' wrd gorme ol The Tiral ﬂapln'_.'ad an the frant limnes n |I‘"Eq in March 2004,

Mark prew up in Meridian
and graduated from Clarkdale
Attendance Center, Class of
200K He 12 8 member of Mt
OHive  Baptist Chureh.  His
family, the Piekards, the
Rocmes and the -L}u'nmh-].rx, il
live in Meridian. | would men-
tiom all of you individually, bt
there are just teo many!

I da want to say a speclal
thank-you to his man, Kathy
Pickard, for welcoming me so
lowingly into her family. Thank
wiou, Mres, Kathy

1 ... feel an overwheliming
sense of pride for our military
heroes. They are the ones who
help make it possible for us to
slecp safely in our beds at

night. Thank God for all of
them.

Megan Quimby

s fo Mark: T ean't consey to
i fpeie prond [ fe be wour
s, [ ithank God every day for
i @mnd Py He vl comtinue to
heep o safe in s Toedng care.
I wdll always love vou.

Over there for a reason

Shoae Paster i3 o fresloman af Merdian
Comurnnily College. He lkes fo polf and ds o
wremiber af Midwey Baptts! Churck Share sms ke
ﬂ:as for -E'EE_-IJMR it vourfh morster “iFthe

r il

By Shane Parker
special to Tha Star
The war in Trag is a mador issae. Many people
e ligvie woer ahiould nod bee there, whilbe athers believe
we shioulel. 1, For one, believe we should. The war in
Irag may cost us the lives of many soldiers, bt
even They Beliewe we are over there for i reason.
Ciar soldiers Gehi each and every day 1o ensure
our freedam, The least we can do as nends and
Gumiily is suapport therm in ther canse,
The next time you think this war isn't worth
fighting, remember what our soldiers are fighting

for nothing.

for. Better yet, remernber what your son, daugliber,
grandson, granddavghter, husband or wife is
B hting for. When we =say that we shouldn't fight this
war, wie are also saying that sur soldiers are dving

They are dying for & reason, and some live to
feht another day for i [Fis one of the greatest
things somesne can ever Geht for. 1 gives us hope,

courage, safety and warmth.

It can be taken away from owr land, but not from
ol hearts. These soldiers believe in this reason. I
they didn't, then they wouldnT b fighting for it

The next time you think of the war, think of the
veagan. The peason 18 not te seitle a score with
gomme ofher couniry — or even 1o sy that we are
better than they. This reason is far greater than
that. [t means everything o me, and it should mean
cverything to youw. That reason is reedom)

Getting down to business

as a ‘single parent’

__*:

Hope Miuize i a supply
techmician with L3 Vertex
Aermpace of Naval Atr Station
Meridiar. She and hor
hashand, Dow, bave @
S-year-old danghtor, Kailee.

Thow ds g shafi sergeant with
the Misstssipps Araey National
Graaeds 1850k Avdatior Grow,
Compay . He waz actioated
dir Jersineary 2004, and 5
cxfected to retirs Rome soau.
Drow ds sfationed af Cawp
Araconda in Reled, Traq,
ahere Iee i @ refueler for
CH-ATD Chimook helicopters.

By Hope Mulas
special to The Star

I am a military wife with a
husband stationed in [rag and a
G-year-old dawghter at home.
After the initial fear of being a
single parent subsided, [ got
down o business.

There are goed days and
there are bad days. The feeling
of being alone was new and
somewhat overwhelrning — bt
being able to instant message
my husband on a daily basis,
seeing him through a Web cam
and conversing with him occa-
sionally make it casier to cope.

The support of family and a
few friends helped to ease the
anxiety the mandatory separa-
tion brought. It is something
that [ did not want te do, but 1
was forced to do for the sake of
our danghter [ had to make her
world appear as normal and
routine as paessible.

Cne of the hardest things
was tlrying to explain to our
tearful daughter why her daddy
was away, Our danghter and [
pray every night for her daddy
and the other saldicrs.

1 am extremely proud of the
Jobe oy husband is doing in lrag,
and [ support him 100 percent.

Mow that this separation has
almost ended, | am anxiously
awaiting his safe refurn. In ret-
rospect, | find that [ am much
more confident in my abilitics
both as a mother and wife. |
have become more organized
and efficient both in dealing
with houschold responsibilities

and my role as o parent.

There wag, however, a beief
respite from this unhappiness
when my husband unexpect-
edly returned home for two
wieeks leave. What a great time
wi aharad. We were a family
[R1 [ ﬁ#ﬁiﬂ. The |.l|f'|1!|n' ]:l|'|.1|.'|]|.:l'|!|
was that the fime gassed all too
fuickly.

Mow 1 am happily planning
fior his peturn for good. There 5
fimally light at the end of the
tunnel and ... [ have several
things planned for his home
coming, and they are all devel-
oping nicely.

I bong to feel complete once
again, and he completes me.
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Staff Sgi. Don Muise with hiz wite, Hope, and daughier, Kailaa.
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Now that this
separation has
almaost ended, I am
anxiously awaiting
his safe return.
In retrospect, I find
that I am much more
confident in my
ahilities both as a
mother and wife.




